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PRINCIPAL CHARACTERS. 


DAx GLE, 

SN EER, 

Pup, 

Sir WALTER RALEIOR, 
Sir CHRISTOPHER HATTON, 
WISKERANOS, 
RATTLE, 

OR Axroxk, 

BuLLy, 

PETITIONER, 
ConTRACT, 
SCRIBBLE, 


T1lLBURINA, 


Mr. Minden. 
Mr. Todd. 
Mr. Boreas. 
Mr. Twwitcher. 
Mr. Bullface. 
Mr. Kew. 
Mr. Thomas Teller. 
Mr. St. Omers. 
Captain Grumble. 
Mr. Gordon. 

Mr. Regiment. 
Mr. Prieſt. 
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Ann. 
DAN GLE, Mrs. DAN GL E. 
Dangle. ON'T interrupt me, Mrs. Dan- 


gle: this news from America is 

| the moſt extraordinary that ever reached the Bri- 

tith ſhore. I muſt read the diſpatches Hum! 
he Ba hum !—Savannah—Prevolt—D'Eſtaing— 

| Mrs. Dangle. By the way, Mr. Dangle, 
d'Eſtaing is as great a raſcal as 

Dangle. No reflections, Madam, no reflec- 
tions.—If the firſt of Auguſt, 1759, could be 
obliterated, I might ſtand a chance of appear- 
ing in a light not wholly contemptible.---This 
Gazette 

Mrs. Dangle. I with, Sir, the Gazette had 
told the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 


but & 
B Dangle. 
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Dangle. Pſhaw ! ! Mrs. Dangle---the build- 
ing of a Gazette 1s like the building of a bridge 
or an hofpital---we do it by contract, and are 
paid in the lump. 

Mrs. Dang/e. Yes, yes, Sir, you lump it no 
doubt ; but if the real diſpatches were printed 
as you receive them, do you imagine the Tower 
guns would be fired on the news? 

Dangle. The guns, Madam, are fired before 
the event is otherwiſe announced; and if they 
give falſe intelligence, place it to the account 
ct Witkeranos. 

Mrs Dangle. His account! he gives no or- 
ders 
Dangle. Indeed but he does, and 
Mrs. Dangle. Lord help him, poor fellow! 


he waſtes all his time in ſtag-hunting and re- 


viewing. Little does he know how much he 


is abuſed by his ſervants. He 1s the honeſteft 
fellow, with the moſt impenetrable head in the 
univerſe. 

Dangle, Impenetrable enough, heaven 
knows; and yet I can aſſure you, that the firſt 
lord of the admiralty has ordered it to be 
ſheathed with copper. 

Mrs. Dangle. Ha! ha! ha! ſheathed with 
copper! they may ſheath it, but nothing cair 
prevent its being worm-eaten, while you and 
your affociates have an opportunity of whiſ- 
pering in its ear. 

Dangle. No reflections, once more; no re- 
flections, Mrs. Dangle. We do not whiſper ; 
we ſpeak out, to the hearing of all the world. 

Mrs, 
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Mrs. Dangle. Aye, and to its feelings too, 
More hard blows have been given fince you 
have been in office, than were ever given in 
Germany, even during the ſquabble for that 
electorate, of which ſo much has been ſaid to 
ſo little purpole. 

Dangle. Pſhaw ! Madam! you refer to the 


fooliſh days of George the Second, when that 


Pitt was in office—when men ſpoke their 
minds, and it was faſhionable to tell the truth. 
—Ah ! Lord help me! If that man had never 
exiſted 

Mrs. Dangle. Then your name had never 
been croſſed out of the liſt of privy counſel- 
lors. 

Dang/e. Again! Mrs, Dangle !—but no 
more—Woitkeranos comes this way, and I muſt 
attend his orders. 

Mrs. Dangle. Diſebey them, you mean— 
would to God you had obeyed thoſe of his 
grandfather.— It is from Puff that you receive 
your orders, and he receives them. 

Dangle. From the devil you mean but no 
more of your ſneers, Madam: orders received 
ra Wilkeranos, or Puff, mean the ſame 
thing 

Mrs. Dangle, That is, they mean nothing--- 

Dangle. Silence, 1 ſay---they are in compa- 
ny; and the fate of empires may await the 
iſſue of the preſent moment 
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SG. EE NE I. 
Enter Wiſkeranos and Puff. 


Wiſe. Perdition catch my foul, but I do 
love her ! 

Dangle. Gratulations to your worſhip--- 
Who is it that you are ſo much in love with? 

Wiſk. Faith I can hardly tell-—Tilburina, 
J think they call he | 

Dangle. Tilburina ! What the dirty drab 
that lives oppoſite the church at Graveſend--- 
Raleigh's commode ? 

Puff. The very ſame, Mr. Dangle---Whif- 
keranos 18 diſtractedly fond of any thing that, 
is recommended by that old letcher. 

WWiſk. No more of that; but ſhe is a fine 
figure, and has the whole hiſtory of the great 
naval review by heart. 

Puff. True, Sir, but the knows nothing of 


the reviews at Wimbledon and Black-Heath, 


and is a perfect ſtranger to the manceuyres of 
Warley-common 

Wiſk. No matter---I ſhall inſtru& her in 
thoſe things during my ſummer progreſs- - but 
let us change the ſubject : I am told that Mr. 


Sneer is making formidable head againſt you, 


and will be more than your match in a certain 
aſſembly | 


Puff. Upon my honour, Sir, I deſpiſe both 
Wiſk, 


him and his attempt 
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Wiſe. That I can ſcarcely believe---for you 
cannot deſpiſe his abilities ; and abilities ſuck 
as his, if they were combined with equal vir- 
tues 

Puff. Might unhinge an empire : but no 
man in power can fear a gambler 
; Dangle. Except he be a greater gambler him- 

elf. 


Puff. Why, you do not mean to inſinuate 
that I am a gambler 

Dangle. Ves, the greateſt in the univerſe : 
---you play for millions, and not a ſhilling of 
the money your own. 

Puff, And yet, Sir, I play a ſucceſsful game, 
and never revoke. 

Dangle. I know not what you call a ſucceſs- 
ful game; but if to loſe in every deal; to 
ſquander year after year the revenue of a prin- 
cipality ; to receive immenſe ſums and give no 
account of them; to defraud all thoſe who 
are fooliſh enough to truit you with their mo- 
ney, by promiſing to ſettle with them twenty 
years after their grand-children are dead, are 
proofs of ſucceſs, you are the moſt fortunate 
gambler in the univerſe. 

I/ifk. No quarrelling, gentlemen : you two, 
and Sir Walter Raleigh, are the men on whom 
I depend for the faithful management of all 
my affairs; and if you diſagree, it will be 
impoſſible but I muſt be a loſer, and you will 
be ultimately ruined. 


Dangle. Ruined, Sir! That we are already— 
We 
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We have diſgraced ourſelves, and loſt our cha- 


racters, by engaging in your ſervice. 

Puff. Pardon me, Signor Wiſkeranos, but 
T cannot help ſmiling at a man's talking of loſs 
of character, who , A had none to loſe for 
above twenty years paſt. 

Dangle. You he, you raſcal; you 

Mrs. Dangle. Nay, now it is time for a wo- 
man to interfere. —Signor Wiſkeranos, I beg 
your attention. Theſe ſervants of your's, to 
my knowledge, are combined to rob you of 
your property and your honour, They have 
abetted you in the proſecution of a law-fuit 
with your beſt tenants, who would willingly 
have paid their rents, and fent you large an- 
nual - preſents beſides ; but that the interfe- 
rence of my ſweet ſpouſe, and his friend Puff, 
has deprived them of the opportunity of being 


Juſt, even where they wiſhed to prove them- 
ſelves generous. 


ie. There may be ſome truth in this--» 
but I don't underſtand it. 


Mrs. Dangle. Underſtand it, Sir !--- Why, 


every man in the kingdom fees it except your- 
ſelf. ---Is black, white? No. Do two and two 
make four? Yes.---Equally clear is it, that 


tenants who are unreaſonably oppreſſed, (and 
all oppreſſion is unreaſonable) muſt be unable 
to pay their rents. What is the conſequence ? 
The landlord is a ſufferer, and the tenants are 
ruined, except, with a ſpirit almoſt peculiar to 


your tenants, they take the lands into their 


ou 
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own hands, call themſelves proprietors, and 
cultivate, fog their own uſe, thoſe lands which 
they had hyfherto held as the property of ano- 
ther. | 

Wiſk. T am as ignorant as before---but here 
comes Sir Walter Raleigh, and perhaps he may 
develope the myſtery . 


SCENE III. 


Enter Sir Walter Raleigh. 


Wiſk. We have had alittle debate, Sir Wal- 
ter, and you are to be umpire. Is black white? 

Raleigh. Ves, Sir. 

Mi. Do two and two make four? 

Raleigh. No. 1 8 

I/ijk. Do you think in your conſcience, 
that | 

Puff. Conſcience ! ha! ha! ha! I'll be 
d- d if he bas any more conſcience than 
myſelf; and, I believe, if all things were ſet- 
tled, not quite as much. 

ie. Silence, Mr. Puff, T was aſking a plain 
queſtion, to which I expected a plain antwer. 
---Do you, Sir Walter, think, in your con- 
ſcience, that 

Omnes, except Mit. Conſcience ! ha! ha! 
ha ! 

Wiſk. There is no end to this impertinence; 
but once more I will atk the queſtion I had in- 
tended.---Do you, Sir Walter, in your con- 

{cience, 
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ſcience, think, that if my tenants are unwill= 
ing to pay their rents, that I can compel 
them ? 

Raleigh. No doubt of it, Sir. 

Miſt. But ſuppoſe law, and reaſon, and juſ- 
tice, ſhould be on their fide ? 

Raleigh. D--- law, and reaſon, and juſtice, 
what have we to do with them ? 

Wiſk. But ſuppoſe they ſhould be ſtronger 
than myſelf ? 

Raleigh. What of that ?---hure a ſet of ragga- 
muffins---Germans, Heſſians, Brunſwickers ; 
no matter whom---pour in upon them the 
whole ſwarm of the northern hive---the mo- 
dern Goths and Vandals---extirpate them at a 
blow. 

Wiſk. They may reſiſt. 

Raleigh. IJ would undertake, with five thou- 
fand men, to deſolate their country. 

Wiſk. So you ſaid before in another place; 
---but it does not appear that we have been 
able to do it with a hundred and fifty thou- 
{and : the rogues are ſturdy, and refiſt every 
force that I have been able to ſend againſt them : 
--- beſides, I am afraid they are honeſt 

Raleigh. Nay, then J have done with them: 
I have no great conception what honeſty 
means; but if there be ſuch a thing, my ma- 
chinations muſt be at an end. 

Puff. Do, dear Sir, let me try to raiſe the 
ſupphes for another year, and I will be bound, 
by the help of lawyer Caen-wood, to reduce 
theſe rebellious tenants to obedience, 


IWiſks 
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Wiſe. Yes, yes, you will reduce them with 
a vengeance, If it had not been for Caen- 
wood and yourſelf, and half a ſcore ſuch raſ- 
cally adviſers, I had not loſt the friendſhip, 
and conſequently the ſervice, of thirteen of the 
beſt tenants that ever country gentleman could 
boaſt, 
Puff. I have done, Sir 
Wifk. I with you had finiſhed your career 
ſeven years ago at Tyburn ; I ſhould not now 
have cauſe to lament the wretchedneſs of m 
ſituation. But a word with Raleigh.---Tell 
me truly, Sir Walter, do you think it poſſible 
to ſubjugate theſe rebellious tenants of mine ? 
Raleigh. Why, Sir, you ſaid before that you 
were afraid they were honeſt. If your fears 
are well founded, it cannot be in the power of 
any of your preſent agents to do you ſervice—— 
for we are raſcals to a man---there is not the 


ſhadow of honeſty left among us. [ Exeunt. 


SCENE IV. Downing- reet. 


Puff.---To him enter Raleigh, Dangle, and 
Scribble. 


Raleigh. What aſleep, Sir! We have been 
up all night for the good of our country. 

Puff. Aſleep, Sir !---by no means---I was 
reading the Morning Poſt, which informs me, 
that---O! I beg pardon of your reverence--- 
I had not the honour to ſee you, Mr. Scribble. 

| E ---Well, 
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Well, what news from the North bat 
ſay the petitioners ? 

Scribble. All over, Sir---I am afraid that no- 
thing i is to be done with people, the leading 
men among whom will not be bribed. 

Puff. Then we ſhall have warm work in the 
houſe.---This curſed example will be follow- 

ed.---Petitioning will become the faſhion, and 
who knows how tragically this farce may end ? 
---What! had our friend Smelt's oratory no 
effect? 

Scribble. O, yes, Sir, a great one. -The 
very effect that might have been expected. 
Himſelf and his oratory were the objects of the 
public deriſion.-— But I have taken care to 
abuſe the petitioners for to-morrow's paper. 

Puff. Thank ye, Mr. Scribble. I doubt not 
your talents at abuſe ; but I hope it will pre- 
cede the encomiums in the other papers. 

Scribble. J don't know, Sir ;---that Ledger, 
and that General Advertiſer, are apt to foreſtall 
us in every thing that the printers think may 
contribute to the public good. 

Raleigh. Pardon me, Sir; will contribute to 


their own advantage, you mean; ] cannot ſup- 


poſe, but that printers are as attentive to their 
own intereſt as other people; and you may all 
remember the time, when I prompted the pro- 
fligate parſon to abuſe Wilkes in the very Led- 
ger you are ſpeaking of. 
Dangle. O] Kidgell, you mean- Pray what 
is become of that ſcoundrel ? | 
Scribble, 
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| Scribble. Nay, no reflections, Mr. Dangle. 
' 


If he was a ſcoundrel, what muſt 
Dangle. I know the inference, Mr. Dangle ; 
but the caſe does not apply. You would aſk, 
if he was a ſcoundrel, what muſt you be, He 
was the private tool of Raleigh, for the moſt 
dirty purpoſes ;---you are the general, the pub- 
lic tool, of every man of infamous character, 
for any dirty purpoſe whatever. His charac- 
ter was bad enough to procure him a living of 
ſeven hundred per annum.---Your's, if you per- 
fiſt ſome months longer, may advance you to a 
deanry at leaſt, if not to a biſhopric, 
Scribble. God grant I could ſee the time; I 
would then take up, and be honeſt. | 
Raleigh. Yes---honeſt, and be. d d t'ye 
---If you did not preach paſſive-obedience, non- 
reſiſtance, and unconditional ſubmiſſion, we 
ſhould find a means, in queen Elizabeth's 
phraſe,” to unfrock ye. | 
Scribble. Pray, Sir, be eaſy on that ſubject: 
-I would preach, as I have written---any, 
thing. 5 | | 
Puff. A truce to this nonſenſe, I beſeech ye, 
| gentlemen ; we have been all rogues ; but let 
us proceed to buſineſs, Do you think that the 
- Middleſex petition will ſucceed that of York» 
ſhire? 1 
t 4 Scribble, Indiſputably---Byng, and the two 
' Townſhends are obſtinate fellows, and it will 
not be eaſy to beat them: beſides, Sir, I am 
| afraid they have the voices of the people on 


their ſide, 
5 C 2 Puff. 
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Puff. D the people---Let me ſecure a 
majority in the houſe, and I ſhall care no more 
for the people than Walpole did—— | 

Scribble. By the way, Sir, that Walpole was 
a deviliſh clever fellow. 

Puff. You and your order have reaſon to 
think ſo, Mr. Scribble. I have heard of fix- 
teen thouſand pounds paid in one year, to au- 
thors, printers, and publiſhers. 

Scribble. And Sir Walter could tell you of an 
equal ſum at the leaſt, that ought to be now 
paid, if he kept, or was able to keep, his word 
with his agents.---Heaven knows that the dirty 
work I did reſpecting the Portſmouth trial, has 
never been half paid for, and perhaps never 
ma 
Ratergh. What do you mean, raſcal ? 
Scribble. I mean, Sir, that ſuch men as Kep« 
pel ought not to be abuſed, nor ſuch as Palle 
defended, for nothing. -The labourer is wor- 
thy of his hire, | | 

Raleigh. His hire !---I paid you for that in- 
famous buſineſs more than I received myſelf, 
Had not you fifty guineas weekly during the 
whole trial ? Did I not, beſides, pay all your 
travelling charges and other expences? Did I 
not likewiſe pay double the coſt of the three 
poſt-horſes that were killed in bringing the ex- 
preſſes ? And excluſive of all this, did I not 
treat your dirty devils in Catherine-ſtreet, day 
and night, to aſſiſt in forwarding the buſineſs, 
that the eyes of the people might be blinded, 


and 
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and that they might wiſh the deſtruction of the 
devoted admiral ? 

Scribble. All this may be very true; and yet 
I never received a twentieth part of what I de- 
ſerved ;---no man ought to damn himſelf for a 
trifle ; and leaſt of all one of my cloth. 

Omnes. The cloth! An excellent jeſt, faith ! 

Raleigh. Suppoſe we pay a proper attention 
to the merits of Mr. Scribble, and let him be 
thought of in the next liſt of preſentations, I 
have a vacant hving in my eye, that would juſt 
ſuit him. 

Puff. Pſhaw, Raleigh, you are joking--- 
Scribble makes more money already, than he 
could do by farther advancement in the church, 
and in a way more agreeable to his own incli- 
nations. If he was promoted to a higher rank 
in his line, he could not decently fight duels : 
a cut-throat parſon is but a queer kind of a cha- 
racer,---But once more, a truce to this non» 
ſenſe, and let us proceed to buſineſs. 


Dangle. With all my heart, and the ſooner 


the better; for I hate to hear of fighting. 

Puff. 1 was aſking Mr. Scribble, if he thought 
the Middleſex petition would ſucceed that of 
Yorkſhire. 

Scribble. I anſwered in the affirmative; and 
I am afraid that the fire being once kindled, the 
flame will ſpread through the kingdom. 

Puff. Why, I am told that petitions are ex- 
pected from London, Weſtminſter, Surry, 
Hertfordſhire, Suſſex, Kent, Buckinghamſhire, 
Glouceſterſhire, Cheſhire, and 

Ser ibble. 
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Scribble. Yes, Sir, and if my information 
fays true, from Dorſetſhire, Devonſhire, Eſſex, 


Berkſhire, Nottingham, Newcaſtle, and a va- 
riety of other counties, towns, and cities. 


Puff. Then I may ſoon ſay 


* Along farewel to all my boaſted greatneſs ;” 


for theſe petitions will be backed in the houſe, 
by all the ſons of noiſe, uproar and ſedition :--- 
but I muſt wiſh you a good morning, Gentle- 
men, for I expect Wiſkeranos every moment, 
and it would not be proper that he ſhould find 
us together, 

Scribble. Wiſkeranos !---Why, I ſhould have 
rather thought it your duty to have waited on 
him 
Puff. Ceremony muſt give way to buſineſs, 
and theſe are not times to ſtand on trifles. 
Neither you nor I are very nice :---but you 
will excuſe me---good morning t'ye; I have 
only one word to ſay to Raleigh and Dangle, 
and they ſhall follow you. | 

Scribble. Your worſhip s moſt devoted--- , 

[Exit Scribble. 

Pu. Tis a precious rogue, this prieſt, but 
we muſt be cautious how we truſt him. 

Raleigh. I think ſo- for he will reveal all 
he — to any perſon who will pay him a 
better price than ourſelves. ._ 1 

Dangle. I am not quite of that opinion ; I 
believe the rogue has ſome kind of principle, 
and that he had rather do miſchief than good. 
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Puff. Or elſe he would not be fit for our pur- 
poſe : but adieu, Gentlemen ; though I told 
Scribble that I expe&ted Wiſkeranos, you knew 
better.---The fact is, that I expect ſome citi- 
zens, with whom I am to ſettle the terms of 
the new loan, | 
- Raleigh. And I muſt go and read the diſ- 
patches from Rodney: I wiſh to heaven Palli- 
ſer had been on that ſtation ; we might have 
recovered our characters. | 
: Dangle. He might poſſibly have recovered 
his; but your's, like mine, is loſt beyond re- 
demption.---Good morning to your worſhip. | 

Puff. Gentlemen, your moſt obedient hum- 
ble ſervant---I hope the honour of ſeeing you 
on Wedneſday. | 


[Exeunt Raleigh and Dangle. 


TCENS:Y:: 1 
—Now there goes two of the moſt infamous 
ſcoundrels in the univerſe. The one a bad huſ- 
band, a bad father, a letcher of ſeventy, a 
merry Andrew, a mere buffoon ; with a toler- 
able head, and the worſt heart in the univerſe : 
---the other a ſavage in mind and in manner, 
---baſe of heart himſelf, and of courſe incapa- 
ble of thinking generouſly of another: a knave 
a poltroon---a coward---I wonder how Wiſ- 
keranos could ever think of employing fuch a 
ſervant---his noble anceſtor would have diſdain; 


ed the idea 


SCENE 


SCENE VI. 
Re-enter Dangle, 


Ha ! my dear Sir, to what fortunate circum- 
ſtance am I indebted for your ſo ſudden re- 
turn ? | 
Dangle. Nay---don't be alarmed---but Ra- 
leigh being engaged in reading diſpatches, has 
begged I would juſt inform you, that an im- 
ant motion is to be made in the lower houſe 
to-day ; that Iriſh fellow, Mr. Orator they call 
him, is to give notice, that he intends a general 
plan of reform; and Raleigh joins with me in 
thinking, that if he ſhould prevail on the coun- 
try gentlemen to be of his opinion, he may car- 
ry his point, and then we ſhall be all utterly 
ruined. | 
Puff. Make yourſelf eaſy---I have heard of 
this buſineſs from at leaſt a dozen quarters al- 
ready :---with regard to our being ruined, that 
is Impoſſible ; we are already utterly loſt in the 
public opinion, and I do not fee how it 1s poſ- 
fible that we ſhould fink much lower. 
Duangle. Nil deſperandum, Sir ;---that is my 
motto.---If I had deſpaired, I ſhould have 
hanged myſelf twenty years ago.---Adicu--- 
Exit. 
Puff. And if you had, it had been a public 
bleſhng---but now for my citizens--- 
; Enter 
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Enter à Servant. 


Serv. Sir, Mr. Contract, the army clothier, 
waits your leiſure, 
Puff. Shew him in immediately. 


Euter Contract. 


Well, my dear Sir, what ſay our friends in the 
city? Do they accept of the terms of the loan? 
Contract. No, Sir, they ſay it is but a bare 
ten per cent. and they expect twelve and a half. 
Puff. Unconſcionable dogs --- Who have 
you without ? 
Contract. Not a man. They referred the 


preſent buſineſs to me, ſaying, it was their /- 


timatum, and that if you had any farther com- 
mands, they ſhould hear from you. 
Puff. Uſurers as they are, I muſt comply--- 


the neceflity of the times requires concefſion.--= 


Tell them they ſhall be gratified.---I believe 
in my conſcience they are all the ſons of pawn- 
brokers and Jews. 

Contract. By the way, Sir, that puff in the 
news- papers did not anſwer.—-It was too gla- 
ring. Twenty millions offered and refuſed! 
Credulity itſelf could not believe it. 

Puff. Believe me, there is credulity enough 
in the city to credit almoſt any thing ; but it 
was that raſcally printer, who is in Newgate, 
that diſcovered the ſecret, by prefacing the puff 
with a paragraph of his own. Tis a d d 

thing 


7 
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thing that ſome reſtraint cannot be put on this 
liberty of the preſs, as it is called, 

Contract. It would be worſe for your cauſe 
if it could; for in that caſe the Scandalous Chro- 
nicle would exiſt no longer; and then what 
would become of the tenure by which certain 
gentlemen hold their places,---the abuſe of 
every character more exalted than their own ? 

Puff. True, Contract, true; I believe we 
muſt e en let matters go on as they are, till we 
can carry ſome other points, and revive the glo- 
rious days of IMPRIMATUR. Heaven grant 
I may live to ſee the time when no one ſhall be 


permitted to print abuſe but ourſelves, 


Contract. In the mean time, Sir, continue 
to borrow, from twelve to twenty per cent. 
Things will laſt as long as we live, and poſte- 
rity may ſhift. 


Puff. Aye, aye, by all means.--What have 
we to do with the unborn? Good morning 
rye. 

Contract. Good morning to your worſhip. 
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. II. 
SCE NE J. St. James s-&treet. 


Sneer, Orator, and Rattle. 


Sneer. ELL, my dear friend Rattle, and 


how went matters at Hackney ? 
Rattle, Nobly, my patriot. 


Sneer. Did you ſpeak at the meeting? 

Rattle. Not a word-- -I reſerved my elo- 
quence for a future occaſion. 

Orator. I thought you would have pledged 
yourſelf to the company. 

Rattle, Nay, now, Orator, I am aſhamed 
of your uſing that phraſe; you have borrowed 
it from the author of AnTiciPATIoNn; and 
you, of all men, need not borrow---you have 
tropes and figures enough of your own. 

Sneer. A truce, a truce, gentlemen :---you 
are both wits, and bot! patriots; friends I am 
ſure you are; for every friend to his count 
muſt be a friend to all men of ſimilar ſenti- 


ments,---Let us proceed to bulineſs.---I was 


aſking Mr. Rattle how matters went at Hack- 
ney 


Rattle. Nobly, I told you.---No oppoſition 
was made. Mr, Bolus, of Oxford-ſtreet, in- 
deed, objected, not to the plan itſelf, but to 
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the impoſſibility of carrying it into execution. 
He ſaid that the preſent was compoſed of 
ſuch a ſet of raſcals, that it would be idle to 
think of petitioning them: if we meant ta 
do any good, we muſt act, not tg/k; or words 
to that effect. „ 

Sneer. By the way, Rattle, that fellow is no 
fool, though he is ſomewhat too hot-headed, 
He has read hiſtory, and remembets it: he 
knows that the tyrant JohN was compelled to 
ſign the CARTER of BRITISH FREEDOM; 
and perhaps what Bolus adviſes at preſent, may 
be neceſſary in future. | £ 

Orator. I think and hope otherwiſe, gentle- 
men ; for if I am not greatly miſtaken, I have 
deviſed a plan which ſhall ſet all matters right, 
without having recourſe to violent meaſures. 
I mean to curb and reſtrain the enormous in- 
fluence of the crown; to abolith all finecures ; 
in a word, to lop off all the uſeleſs branches 
from the tree; and while I give more real 
power to the ſovereign, to eſtabliſh the free- 
dom of the people on a firmer baſis. 

Rattle, That would be a glorious plan, but 
how 1s it to be accompliſhed ? 

Orator. That you ſhall hear at a proper time, 
and in another place. I have prepared five 
bills; and if we can but muſter a majority, and 
get them paſſed, I am vain enough to think 
that the end of all the petitions will be an- 
ſwered at once. | 

Sneer. Then we ſhall loſe our ſhare in the 
glorious conteſt, 


Orator. 
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Orator, By no means.---] will propoſe 
them; you ſhall ſecond them; and both you 
and Rattle ſhall talk till you are exhauſted, and 
then the devil's in't if we don't plague Boreas ; 
and, in the end, rout the preſent ſet of ban- 
8 

Sneer. I hope, Sir, that you do not conſider 
the routing the preſent ſet of wretches as the 
greateſt object of our wiſhes, as our u/timatum 2 

Orator. I do not, upon my honour, Sir; I 
have a better opinion of the wiſhes of our par- 
ty, than to think that places and penſions are 
their objects: I have a nobler conception of their 
virtue. Beſides, my bills will prove that not 
the acquiſition, but the abolition, of enormous 
power, is my object. 

Sneer. Nobly ſpoken !--+I'll be d------d if 
the acquiſition of power, or of money, be any 
object with me; though of the latter few peo- 

le are more in want--- 
Rattle. As half the Jews of Duke's-Place 
can teſtify--- | 

Sneer. Nay, no reflections, Mr. Rattle. It 
is true that 1 have not fcrupled to gamble away 
a fortune in a night : but have I not been equal- 
ly ready to attend buſineſs all the following 
day, and even the ſucceeding night, when it 
has been neceſſary, to vote ſupplies for the good 
of my country ? 

Rattle. No one, Sir, doubts your readineſs 
either to game away the money you borrow, or 
to vote away that which is not your own ; ex- 
cept indeed you thought you could gratify the 

miniſter 
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miniſter by voting, and then you would oppoſe 
for the mere fake of oppoſition. 

Sreer. Is this fair, Mr. Rattle? Have I not 
ſupported many a motion of your making, 
when common ſenſe and ſound policy equally 
reprobated the motion ? | 

Orator. I beſeech you, gentlemen, no alter- 
cations : we are engaged in a great, important, 
national concern : the fate of this mighty em- 
pire, in which may be eventually involved that 
of half Europe, appears to me to depend on the 
reception of my bills. If we can reduce the 
exorbitant influence of the crown, every wiſh 
of our hearts will be effected; but no more on 
this ſubject till we meet in Great Queen-ftreet ; 
the friends of freedom will be there, and ſome- 
thing effential may be determined on for the 
good of the commonwealth :---but I with Saw- 
bridge would come more frequently among us 
he is an Oliverian of the genuine ſtamp. 
 Ratth. Of the firſt impreſſion, undoubted- 
ly; but you do not mean an inſinuation to 
his preju--- 

Orator. Nothing could be farther from my 
thoughts. There is not a man of greater, of 
more unſullied honour in the univerſe. 

Sneer. No more of this idle debate, gentle- 
men. I ſhall meet you at the proper time and 
place. Adieu. BORE: 

Rattle, } In the evening, Sir, you'll not 

des Tra us. x 

Sneer. By no means.---And when we meet 
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we ſhall determine on our future operations: 
we then ſhall agree who ſhall be the foremoſt 


«© To bellow out for Rome, and for his 
«© country, 


«© And mouthe at Czfar till he ſhakes the 
© ſenate.” 


Orator. You, Charles, ſhall perform the 
mouthing part; while I, in gentler accents, 
in milder ſtrains, grace the debate with all the 
flowers of the moſt per ſuaſive rhetoric. 

Rattle. But I'll mouthe too---You know 
ſomething of the ſtrength of my lungs. 

Orator. Agreed---agreed. Let us all exert 
ourſelves, according to our abilities, for the 
public good, and doubt not of ſucceſs. 

[ Exeunt omnes. 


SCENE II. Downing-Street. 
Puff, /olus. 


Sure never was unhappy wretch involved in 
ſach a dilemma as I am !---The commands of 
Wiſkeranos on one fide, and the conduct of the 
patriots on the other, will drive me to diſtrac- 
tion.---What the devil ſhall I do with theſe 
petitioners ?---Abſolately to reject their prayers 
will cauſe an uproar that may end in blood- 
ſhed ; and what man can fay whoſe blood will 
be firſt ſpilled ?---Perhaps I may be the firſt 
victim, as I am certainly the o/tenfib/e offender. 
— 1 muſt oppoſe artifice to what they call pa- 

triotiſm, 
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triotiſm, and endeavour to accompliſh, by ſhift- 
ing my ground, by petty tricks and ſubterfuges, 
what I ſhall never be able to do by open re- 
fiſtance and manly behaviour: but perſons in 
my ſituation muſt not ſo much conſider what 
is honeſt, as what is convenient. The ſupplies 
mult be raiſed :---the heads muſt be number- 
ed, and I hope that between the public lotte- 
ry, and the private brewery, the wine, the 
brandy, the malt, the ſalt, and the news- pa- 
pers- 


Enter a Servant. 


Servant. The editor of the Morning Poſt 
defires the honour of a moment's conference 
with your 

Puff. D that fellow, how troubleſome 
he is! Why does not he apply to Sir Walter 
Raleigh, his more immediate employer! ? Tell 
him I will not ſee him.--- What is it to me whe- 
ther the contents of the laſt paper were true or 
falſe ? 

Servant, I beg your pardon, Sir, but he 
hinted to me that he would be heard; and 
that 
Puff. D----- his threats---I have more for- 
midable rivals to fear, though I know he car- 
ries piſtols.---I expect the noiſy ſeaman, who 
objects to every thing, to inſult me in the 
houſe. I ſhall be told that the navy is ill 
- manned and worſe paid; that---the---no mat- 
ter-—tell the fellow I will not fee him. 

[ Exit Servant. 
-=="T'is 
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Tis a d —— d thing that a man can't ſpeak 
a ſoliloguy ALONE. If Cato had been thus in- 
terrupted, he would not have died ſo decently 
as he does in the Tragedy. What was i ſay- 
ing?-— The wine, the brandy, the malt, the 
falt, and the news-papers.---No---no---that 
tax on the news- papers I am afraid will never 
do.---Sixpence on each advertiſement--What 
will this produce ?---Nine thouſand a year--- 
a petty object indeed, and ſcatcely worthy the 
conſideration of a city contractor !---I muſt en- 
deavour to think of ſomething elſe in the licu 
of it, for it has an appearance of ſtriking at 
the liberty of the preſs, which will be parti- 
cularly diſguſtful at this time.---I mult not in- 
ſult the people in the very moment that I wiſh 
to pick their pockets.---I have been repeatedly 
adviſed to lay an additional tax on cards and - 
dice ; and indeed there is great reaſon to ſup- 
poſe, that this would produce a very conſider- 
able ſum : but theſe are the diverſions of the 
great; and I muſt not tax thoſe, who, poſſeſ- 
fing too much already, think they can never 
have enough. ---People who can fit down to 
riſk a patrimonial eſtate at a game of chance, 
may be eaſily purchaſed when fortune has de- 
cided againſt them.---At any rate I will pro- 
ceed for another ſeaſon in the old mode of tax- 
ation.---I will oppreſs the middling and lower 
ranks of people.---If I keep them poor, I ſhall 
keep them ſubmiſſive :---nothing humbles a 
man ſo much as ſtarving.---But I with this Sir 
Walter would come--- What the devil can keep 
E him 
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him ſo long ?---But he is not punctual in any 
appointment except thoſe he makes with whores 


and fiddlers.---By the way, he is a more un- 


rincipled varlet than myſelf, and that's a bold 
kind of an aſſertion. 


Enter a Servant. 


Servant. Sir Walter Raleigh, Si 
Puff. Admit him immediately———— 


Enter Raleigh. 


Oh! my dear Sir Walter, I am infinitely 
obliged to you for this new inſtance of your 
punctuality.---No man keeps his time like you. 

Raleigh. You are diſpoſed to be merry at my 
expence 

Puff. Upon my honour I am not- punctu- 
ality is the life and ſoul of buſineſs, and you 
are the moſt punctual, moſt— 

Raleigh. Pſhaw, Mr. Puff, you are joking. 
- am an hour too late---I was obliged to 
be at the King's-Head in Holborn, with my 
Huntingdonſhire friends.---By the way, I fan- 
cy we ſhall carry the next election for that 
county. 

Puff. Aye, and for more than half the coun- 
ties and boroughs in the kingdom, or the game 
will be up with us. 

Raleigh. Apropos ;---do you mean to diſ- 


ſolve, at the end of this ſeſſion, 0r——— 


Pu 
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Puff. You know that was the intention ; but 
the raſcally patriots, having better intelligence 
than uſual, have diſcovered this ſecret, and 
forwarded the news to their incendiary printers, 
who have alarmed the whole kingdom, fo that 
pore are already advertiſing. Even Mr. Sneer 

as the inſolence to offer himſelf for Weſt- 
minſter ; by the way, he might have had the 
manners to have aſked my conſent 

Raleigh. He would ſooner cut your throat. 
Entre nous, I am damnably afraid that Charles 
is about to take up and be honeſt. 

Puff. No---no---it is all pretence ; but I 
muſt come to his price — 

Raleigb. Tm afraid you can't---he deſpiſes 
money; beſides, he has made a connection 
with Rattle and the Orator, and I am violently 
ſuſpicious that they are both honeſt; in which 
caſe their party will ultimately prevail - you 
and I muſt retire to private ſtations, and nou- 
riſh the pangs of remorſe. 

Puff. You indeed have enough to repent of; 
but I am not yet ſo far gone in iniquity ;--- 
I would now retire with pleaſure, if Wiſke- 
ranos would permit me; but his obſtinacy is 
equal to his ignorance ; and though he knows 
I have never been able to do him one eſſential 
fervice, he ſtill retains me as the beſt ſervant, 
the moſt accompliſhed money-monger in the 
univerſe, 

Raleigh. Nor is he much out in his judg- 
ment reſpecting money-matters ; for you. have 
raiſed him enormous ſums, in caſes where no- 
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thing but meer impudence on your part, and 
abſolute ſubmiſſion on that of the givers, could 
have gained a ſhilling. 

Puff. You and I won't diſpute about impu- 
dence, Sir Walter; for I fancy that, if Mo- 
DESTY was the umpire, the palm of. victory 
would be given to both. 

Raleigh. You mean that it would be di- 
vided 

Puff, Well, well---no matter---we are a 
couple of d d raſcals ; but it is our buſineſs 
to impreſs the public with a different opinion. 

Raleigh. True; but this is nothing to buſineſs. 
I have good information, that the Orator, 
and Sneer, and Rattle, are to have a meeting 
this evening, and I will endeavour to have a 
ſpy on their conduct, and inform you of the 
particulars. 

Puff. No one can doubt your induſtry in 
procuring or revealing fecrets---but adieu---I 
mult attend Wiſkeranos on buſineſs of impor- 
tance.---You will be in the upper houſe to- 
morrow---for I expect there will be warm 
work. 


Raleigh. I will not fail.,---Farewell dear bro- 
ther in iniquity. 


SCENE III. Great Queen-Street 


' Sneer, Orator, Rattle. 


Rattle, By heavens I am half afraid. The 
ſheriffs of . of the counties have refuſed 
to 
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to call meetings at the requiſition of the free- 
holders. 

Sneer. O, no matter; we have a remedy 
for that.---In whatever caſe the ſheriff refuſes 
to call the county, our partizans ſnall ſummon 
the freeholders.---Theſe ſheriffs dare not refuſe 
us the ule of our own halls ;---the county- 
hall is equally the property of every freeholder. 

Orator. Allowed; but I wiſh the knowledge 
of this circumſtance be not productive of con- 
ſequences unfavourable to our cauſe: if the 

eople ſhould be riotou 

Rattle. What then? Let them riot.---You 
know the obſervation of George the Second--- 
J love a mob (ſaid that venerable old kin 
« it was a mob that placed the houſe of Ha- 
6 nover on the throne.” 35 

Sneer, [ May that family poſſeſs it for 

Orator. Jages! 

Rattle. Amen, with all my heart! Thoſe 
who are called the king's friends are his worſt 
enemies; and we, whom the courtiers call his 
enemies, are his beſt friends. This is a truth 
which was well underſtood in the laſt reign. 

Orator. And may be in the next 

Sneer. Very poſhibly---but this is no part of 
our preſent bulineſs.---We meet to ſettle our 
mode of proceeding in the houſe. You, Mr. 
Orator, are to propoſe the bills---I am to ſe- 
cond them, and Rattle is to ſay what he pleaſe 
on the occaſion: he is, in his own words, to 
give a proof of the ſtrength of his lungs. 


FKeattle, Aye;—and Ill pledge mylelf to- 


Orator. 
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Orator. I knew, Charles, that he would be 
for pledging himſelf, He was angry when I 
uſed that word at our laſt meeting. 

Rattle. Well, well, no matter.---Every man 
has his foible, and perhaps that may be mine : 
---However, our plan is fixed, and much may 
depend on our unanimity 

Orator. You'll be early, Mr. Sneer 

Sneer. When did I fail of attendance ?--- 
Did I not lately tell the inhabitants of Weſt- 
minſter, that they might take the word of a 
man who had not failed of his duty for twenty 

cars. 

Rattle. Nor ever faithfully performed it 
during all that period. 

Sneer. No refleftions, Mr. Rattle.---Have 
you read Paradiſe Regained, or the Hiſtory of 
Adam and the Fox ? 

Rattle, Yes---and I know how ſour the 
grapes were. 

Orator. Pſhaw, gentlemen---no more of 
this.---You affect wit and repartee, when com- 
mon ſenſe and good manners would be abun- 
dantly more agrecable. I truſt we mean well 
---let us not hurt the common cauſe by ridi- 
culous wranglings. 

Sneer. I truſt it will be an uncommon cauſe, 
or our country freeholders will fail us.---But 
adicu to this nonſenſe. [ Exeunt omnes. 
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SCENE IV. Lincoln s-Iun- Fields. 
Sir Chriſtopher Hatton, ſolus. 


If I hear any thing ſaid to-morrow that may 
but tend to reflect on my conduct or principles, 
I will tell the ſtory of my tranſactions with the 
ſleeping boy in the blue ribbon ; repreſent the 
injuſtice of keeping from a ſeat on the bench, 
a man who has more wiſdom, learning, and 


knowledge, than any one of his profefſion,--- . 


What though I have taken a double fee, and 
refuſed to ſpeak for it, yet my hands are clean: 
What though I have accepted a ſinecure, 
et I have merited it by my former ſervices : 
and I think the leaſt reward that can be be- 
ſtowed on me, will be the poſſeſſion of four 
or five places, which all the world muſt ac- 
knowledge I do not deſerve.---I will have place, 
nſion, title, and præferment; or---but I wilt 
inſtantly haſten to Downing-ftreet, and make 
my propoſals to Mr. Puif.---I will have a wit- 
neſs, and I hope to find him without one, in 
which caſe I ſhall have that fort of advantage 
which every lawyer withes to take.---No mat- 
ter how I have acquired a fortune, I am de- 
termined to BUILD @ FAMILY. 


rf 
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SCENE I. A Garden on the Banks 
of the Thames. 


Wiſkeranos, Puff Sir Walter Raleigh, Dangle. 
FINE evening, Sir---a lovely 


Raleigh. \ 
moon.---I have been thinking, 
that if admiral Lee ſbore had met his opponent 


on ſuch a night as this, and had entertained 
the leaſt idea of fighting, we ſhould have had 
juſt occaſion for illuminations. 

Wiſe. But to your great grief, Raleigh; 
for he was of my appointing--- 

Raleigh. I beg your pardon, Sir; whoever 
you appoint muſt be agreeable to my withes ; 
and, in every event, muſt meet my fulleſt ap- 
probation. | 

Puff. Now I know that to be an' infamous 
falſhood, Sir Walter---for if your wiſhes could 
have been gratified, not Mr. Lee-ſhore, but 
Sir Hugh had been firſt in command: in 
that cafe no diſobedience of orders had follow- 
ed, and the wretched printer, as he is called, 
would not have had a whole year to languiſh 
in Newgate, for no crime real or imaginary. 


 Ralergo., Pſhaw---that fellow is a fool--- 
Pur 
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Puff. Granted---but the ſacred ſecurity of 
Magna Charta ſhould not have been violated i in 
his perſon.---No man ought to be deprived of 
his liberty, but by the judgment of his peers ; 
yet the liberty of this man was ſo taken away: 
but, however, we have blundered in this buſi- 
nels as in every thing elſe ; and eſtabliſhed the 
fellow's paper, and made his fortune, by the 
very. plan which we intended as his ruin. 

Dangle.” All this appears to me to be hor- 
rid nonſenſe.---I thought the purpoſe of our 
meeting was to fix our mode of n for 
the enſuing day. 

Wife. I thought fo too---but I own I can t 
conceive how a plan can be fixed, before we 
know what efforts will be made by the oppo- 
ſing party. —-8o let us adjourn, as uſual, with- 
out coming to any reſolution. 

Raleigh. That fellow's head grows more and 
more impenetrable.-=- [ 4/ide to Puff. 

Puff. So much the better for us.---[ Hide. 
Gentlemen, I ſecond the motion for adjourn- 
ment. | 

Dangle. Then we agree, as uſual, to have 
met to do nothing, and that when we meet 
again we will finith the buſineſs. [ Exeunt. 


SCENE II. Sz. Stephen's-Hall. 
Sir Chriſtopher Hatton, Orator, Sneer, Dangle, 
Puff, Rattle, Bully, Petitioner, and others. 


Orator. I riſe to make a motion to retrench 
the expenditure of the public money, becauſe 
I am 
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Jam convinced, that when nothing is left to 
the public, very little can be ſhared by indivi- 
duals. I am declining apace into the vale of 
years; and for that reaſon I wiſh for that hap- 
pineſs to my country of which I can never par- 
take. Never having had any fortune of my 
own, I am ambitious that others ſhould at leaſt 
preſerve the little property they now poſſeſs, 
without farther invaſion from the hand of 
power. This I truſt will be deemed true pa- 
triotiſm -I ſhall therefore move, that leave 
be given to bring in a 

Sneer. And I ſecond the motion 

Petitioner. What! before you know what it 
Rattle. All is one for that.---We are already 
agreed what ſhall be done, as far as it is in our 
power to do it. 

Petitioner. Why this is more abſurd than the 
proceedings of my eighty-five ſocieties in the 
North. 

Puff. Then it is very abſurd indeed. [ A/ide. 

Orator. Gentlemen, I claim a right to pro- 
ceed without interruption.---It is the cuſtom 
in all the diſputing ſocieties; at leaſt it was fo 
when I was a member of the Robin-Hood, 


that every man ſhould be allowed to talk his 


five minutes, and even half as much longer if 
the preſident did not turn up his glaſs. 

Hatton. May, Sir, talk on; I ſhall not turn 
up the glaſs ll am tired of hearing you, and 
that I believe will not be ſoon; for I begin to 
veer about into the wake of patriotiſm. 

Orator. 
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Orator. In few words, my propoſals are, 
that no man ſhall be paid for buſineſs which 
he does not tranſat---that no one ſhall receive 
a large ſtipend for bufineſs that may equally 
well be done by others in office, without addi- 
tional expence :---that our maſter ſhall not pay 
cooks who are incapable of dreſſing, or unwil- 
ling to dreſs, his dinner ; for it is a ſhame that 
theſe cooks ſhould wear laced cloaths, and fit 
in the upper pews at church, when their maſter 
thinks they are turning the ſpit.---Our worthy 
ſuperior has many ſervants who do little, and 
many more who do nothing, for what they re- 
ceive, Permit me to give one inſtance of the 
miſmanagement of his affairs.---He has three 
clerks to tranſact that buſineſs which could be, 
and has been, equally well managed by two.--- 
My firſt propoſal therefore is, that one of theſe 
clerks ſhall be turned out of his office, and his 
buſineſs be tranſacted by the other two. 

Dangle. Don't level your darts at me, Mr. 
Orator. | 

Qrator. No man can be afraid of you, 
Sir. | 

Hatton. Shall this man be kept in office? 

Company. Yes---he is of no ule, and there- 
fore retain him. 

Orator. My next propoſal is, that ſeven © 
eight fellows, who know nothing of trade, thall 
not be allowed to have the management of it. 

Hatton, What fay you to this propoſal, gen- 
tlemen ? | 
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Company. By all means agree to it.--Turn 
em out.--- Una voce. 

Orator. My next propoſition is, that one 
who is employed to audit accounts in a certain 
office, ſhould not have more than ten thouſand 
pounds annually, for a buſineſs that does not 
coſt him ten days labour in a year; * his 
„ kitchen is ſtored with luxuries, while I am 
e faſting, and ſtraining my nerves for the pub- 


4 lic good.” I would propoſe too, that his 


underlings, his tellers as they are called, ſhould 
not be paid above fifteen hundred a year for 


counting that money which they never ſee. But 


let not gentlemen i in preſent poſſeſſion be alarm- 
ed---let them fatten on the public for life--- 
nor would I wiſh an abolition of their places. 
---Let it ſtill remain in the power of our ma- 
ſter to reward his faithful ſervants. 


Hatton. What is your opinion of this pro- 


| poſition : ? 


Company. We muſt defer the conſideration 
of it to a future day. 


Orator. I have many other plans of refor- 
mation to propole.---1 would have thoſe who 


execute public juſtice, well and punctually paid. 


---Thoſe who go abroad on our errands muſt 
not loſe their labour.---Let the tradeſmen who 
work for our maſter be well paid, and their chil- 
dren nobly ſupported ;---and let all his ſervants 


of every denomination, be conſidered in pro- 


portion to their merit, for “ the labourer is 


6c. worthy of his hire. : 
Pup, 
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Puff. I am convinced of the importance of 
the plan propoſed by Mr. Orator, and I will 
forward it to the utmoſt of my power---by lay- 
ing every obſtruction in its way. 

Hatton. Is it your pleaſure that — 
Petitioner. Hold a moment, I beſeech you, Sir, 
If you will give me leave, I will overturn, 
in half an hour, all that Mr. Orator has been 
ſaying in three hours and forty minutes.---T will 
be exact to time, my watch is a good one.--- 
I bought it of one of the members of my eighty- 
five ſocieties at Glaſgow. 

Sneer. I with it was a flop watch. 

Rattle. It will ſtop of itlelf.---He who talks 
loud cannot be heard when every one preſent 
talks louder, 

[4 general noiſe through tbe hall, ſo that Mr. 
Petitioner could not be heard; but it was 
obſerved, by the motion of his lips, that he 

| continued talking till he had finiſhed what 
| he called a ſpeech. 

Hatton. Is it your pleaſure that we adjourn 
this meeting? 

Company. This meeting is adjourned till to- 
morrow morning, &c. [ Exeunt omnes. 
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SCENE III. Palace- Tard. 


* ; Es rr hn — — 
aaa] 223232 Ry I ICI NOTE” ON? "Rp ——_c qo 


——- — 


1 


Sneer, Rattle, Orator. 


Orator. Well, gentlemen, what think you 
of the probability of ſuccels ? 


Rattle, | 
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Rattle. I have no doubt of it. | 

Sneer. You are too ſanguine, Tom.---=Our 
plan, I doubt, will be oppoſed in another place, 
and all our noble {chemes of public reformation 
negatived without a divifion. 

Orator, We ſhall at leaſt have the conſolation 
of reflecting, that we have attempted to diſ- 
charge our duty; we have laboured in the pub- 
lic cauſe, and, if things ſhould not thrive in 
our hands, we ſhall have nothing wherewith to 
accuſe ourſelves, and may ſay, with a great 
man, on another occaſion, fiat juſtitia, ruat 
cœlum. | | 

Rattle. By the way, Ned, the man you al- 
Jude to may be great, and I own he is fo, in 
more ways than one :---but I'll be d- dif 
he's honeſt. 

Orator. That's another confideration.---Per- 
haps if he had been honeſt, he had not held his 

reſent poſt for ſuch a number of years.--- 

on know that a certain gentleman of our ac- 
quaintance 1s not remarkably nice in the choice 
of his ſervants. | | 

Sneer. As Dangle, and Raleigh, and Puff, 
can teſtify, 

Rattle. And we know where he might chuſe 
better---but he is not fond of the Fitzroys, the 
Holles's, the Bentincks, the Cavendiſhes, and 
all the other great names of thoſe who have 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves as the friends of his 
family. 

Seer. Ingratitude is worſe than the fin of 
witchcraft, 
Orator. 
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Orator. We have met here, not to reflect on 

particular characters, but to conſult on the ge- 
neral welfare. 

Rattle. If us three, and half a dozen more, 
ſhould not be able to ſtir up ſuch a ſpirit as may 
induce the people to aſſert their own rights, all 
will be loſt. 

HSneer. All will be loſt indeed! and the raſ- 
cals of Duke's-Place may ſhare the poor pittance 
of my fortune among them. 

Rattle. A poor pittance truly !---But feri- 
ouſly, Charles, doſt thou think, that if the 
2 conteſt had been out of the queſtion, 
the Jews would have had a fhilling leſs? 

Sneer. J did not even intimate as much---I 
only mean, that if the conteſt ſhould iſſue fa- 
vourably, I may poſſibly have leſs occafion to 
apply to the ſcoundrels in future. 

Rattle. Thou ſhalt be TREASURER, Charles. 

Sneer. I deſpiſe the idea---I could never 
keep a ſhilling of my own money two days to- 
gether, and I will not undertake to be a banker 
to the public,---Even Puff, with all his faults, 
is more fit for ſuch an office than myſelf; for 
he ſleeps too many of the four and twenty 
hours to have leiſure to ſpend his own money, 
much lefs that of others. 

Orator. I do not know that he ſpends it, 
but he gives it away in a mode of wanton ex- 
travagance, which ſeems to intimate, that he 
knows not any thing of its real value. 

Rattle. And yet he is ſaid to be an excellent 
accomptant, 
: Ys Sneer. 
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Sneer. A mere arithmetician is a mere blocks 
head.-»-Shew me a fellow that is ready at ac- 
counts, and I will ſhew you either a dunce or 
a 2 and very poſſibly both. 

attle. Then thou art neither, Charles ;--- 
a fair concluſion in thine own favour.---Thou 
knoweſt no more of accounts, than receiving 
of money, and ſpending it; nor haſt any idea 
of a ſum total, till the laſt ſhilling in thy 
pocket reminds thee of the firſt great rule, 
ADDITION. - 1 

Orator. Pſhaw, gentlemen, this is no part 
of our preſent buſineſs,---Are.the deputies of 
the ſeveral committees of aſſociation arrived 
in town, and what ſays the opulent and vene- 
Table prieſt of Yorkſhire ? . - 

Sneer. They are come---the place of appoint- 
ment is fixed, and if we are not too hard for 
Mr. Puft---then the old maxim will be in- 
verted, and the vox populi will not be the vox 
Dei. x 

Rattle. By the way I can tell you an impor 
tant piece of news.---Mr. Puff is to be attacked 
in the HALL by Sir Chriſtopher Hatton; and 
the buſineſs will come on within an hour. 

Sneer. Allons !---Let us go thither imme- 
diately———, [Excunt, 
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SCENE IV. St. Stephen s-Hall. 


Dangle, Sneer, Puff, Hatton, Rattle, Orator, 
Jolly Dick, and the reſt of the Gang. 


Hatton. Since I am provoked to it, I muſt 
tell the company that Mr. Puff has uſed me ill. 
Avery man knows that I am the firſt genius 
in my line of life. I am not only the moſt 
learned, but the moſt honeſt man in the king- 
dom; and I think, that when it is becoming 
faſhionable to aboliſh ſinecures, I ought to hold 
three or four places, while I find myſelf inca- 
pable of doing the duty of one.—I made a 
bargain with Mr. Puff for the purchaſe of an 
office. 

Puff. I remember nothing of the matter. 

Rattle. Mr. Puff is very apt to forget his 

romiſes 

Jolly Dick. I carried the meſſage to Sir 
Chriſtopher :—but I have nothing to ſay againſt 
Mr. Puff, for I believe the promiſe was made 
by his predeceſſor 

Orator. It is immaterial whether Mr. Puff 
made a promiſe or not—we all know what his 
promiſes mean 

Sneer. Aye, ayc, they mean nothing 


G Duelliſt. 
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Duelliſt. What nonſenſe is all this !=m"A man 
in the upper houſe has abuſed my character, 
and I'll cut his throat in Hyde-Park. 

Omnes. This is nothing to the preſent com- 
pany=—— 

Duelliſt. 1 don't care, I'll cut his throat 


Enter Duelliſt, Paddy, and their Seconds. 


Seconds. Let us meaſure the ground—twelyg 
paces — 

Duelliſt. Fire, Sir 

Paddy. If I do I'll be d 

Seconds. Paddy is wounded 

Duelliſt. Fire again, Sir. 

Paddy. I cannot think of firing at you un- 
der theſe circumſtances. 

Seconds, He has fired his piſtol in the 
air. | 
A SpeFator. And this is the iſſue of modern 
| debate.—People fall out they know not why, 
and fight they know not wherefore; they 
quarrel about that honour to which they are 
ſtrangers, commit murder from a falſe ſenſe 
of honour, and appeal to Heaven for the 
deciGon of diſputes in which HELL only could 
interfere with propriety.—Yet is this called ho- 
nour,—If it be fo, I have no conception of 


the 
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the meaning of the word: but, whatever be 
the fate of the other actors in the TRAacic 
FaRcex of the day, conſcience tells me, that 
Duelliſts will hereafter meet with a sEVERER 
Mon1ToR than the CriTic ! 


TRE END. 
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